May 4, 2012

Dear NJ VFC Provider,


The NJ VFC Program received notice from the CDC that a Sanofi manufacturing delay will temporarily reduce Pentacel supply below the level needed to fully satisfy demand and the shortage is anticipated to last throughout the summer.  The CDC is reducing Pentacel allocations nationally to approximately 2/3 of the amount that VFC programs normally receive, but we will have access to sufficient single antigen vaccines to make up for the decrease in Pentacel.   The CDC is not placing allocations on Sanofi Pasteur’s DTaP, IPV, or Hib vaccines.  In addition, for DTaP and Hib vaccines, other brands are available.  Of note, Sanofi Pasteur is also placing order restrictions on their private orders for both Pentacel and DTaP vaccines.  


In response, the NJ VFC Program is urging providers to judiciously place their Pentacel orders and consider ordering individual antigens or a different combination vaccine to ensure sufficient vaccine availability.  In addition, the NJ VFC Program is reducing ordering tier maximums of Pentacel to mirror the reduction set by the CDC and increase sustainability through this period.   We understand this may provide a challenge to providers and we will continue to keep you updated and work with you throughout this shortage.    For questions about this notice, please call VFC Customer Service at 609-826-4862.

Thank you,

Nancy Webster, Public Health Representative 
NJ Vaccines for Children Program
Vaccine Preventable Diseases Program
P.O. Box  369  
Trenton, NJ  08629
Phone  609-826-4862
Fax       609-826-4867
Nancy.Webster@doh.state.nj.us

