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Telephone:  609-826-4862


           


                       FAX:  609-826-4867
2011-12 NEW JERSEY VACCINES FOR CHILDREN FLU NEWS

Vaccine manufacturers project that approximately 50% of New Jersey’s flu order will be available before or by the end of September.  The remainder of the order is scheduled to be available by the end of October.  As in the past, the VFC Program will apportion available vaccines to ensure all providers obtain access equitably and as early as possible.  The number of doses which may be ordered will be posted on NJIIS as inventory arrives.  Please check NJIIS frequently for updates.  While sufficient flu vaccine has been ordered for all VFC-eligible children, please plan your vaccination efforts accordingly.  
THE PUBLIC VACCINE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IS SET UP

DIFFERENTLY FROM THE PRIVATE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

VFC-provided flu vaccine is unlikely to be available at the same time as privately purchased vaccine.  NJ VFC pre-books their flu order much like many private providers, however, the CDC’s centralized distribution process involves a number of steps which are very different from the delivery of privately-ordered vaccine.  These steps include the following:

· Centralized, federally controlled distribution process to ensure national availability to all project areas

· Shipping vaccine to the distributor, McKesson, from the manufacturer

· Receipt of the shipment at McKesson

· Update of CDC’s flu vaccine allocation spreadsheet

· Shipment of an order to a provider’s office

ACCESS, ORDERING AND STORAGE
Vaccine provided by the NJ VFC program is to be given to VFC-eligible children only.  Adults and children with commercial insurance are not eligible to receive VFC-provided vaccine.  
The NJ VFC program goal is to enter flu vaccine orders within one business day of receipt.  McKesson’s time frame for filling and shipping orders is 3- 4 business days.  

Flu vaccine will arrive separately from non-flu vaccines, even if both were ordered at the same time. 

It is not possible to ‘rush’ enter or deliver a flu vaccine order.

The NJ VFC program is not able to place an order for flu vaccine that is not available at McKesson’s warehouse.
Partial orders of flu vaccine will be sent if there is insufficient inventory to fill an order.  The remainder of the order will arrive when inventory permits.
It is not possible to switch brands or cancel an order once it is entered so be sure to confirm that that you have ordered the appropriate product for your patient population.  
Check the NJIIS bulletin board prior to placing an order to know which flu formulations are available.  
Upon receipt of a flu vaccine shipment:

· Open the package immediately

· Verify the temperature monitor is in-range.  Call 877-TEMP123 for any flu temperature issues within 2 hours of receiving the shipment

· Compare the vaccine received to the packing list and your approved original order

· Store the vaccine in the refrigerator at a temperature of 35°- 46°F;  aim for 40°F  

ORDERING MONTH RESTRICTIONS DO NOT APPLY TO FLU ORDERS
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VFC enrollment must be current to order flu vaccine.  Go to: https://njiis.nj.gov/njiis/html/vfc.html  and select ‘VFC Re-enrollment Forms’ or ‘Adult Site Re-enrollment Forms’ (current adult sites only) to print out forms.  Re-enrollment forms are entered in the order in which they are received.
TIPS:
Check your e-mail and the NJIIS website to know when to place an order for flu vaccine.  When the notice is posted, flu vaccine is available.  Use the new Flu Order Form (IMM-38) posted on NJIIS.  If you are placing an order for routine vaccines, you may order flu vaccine at the same time.  Thereafter, fax in the Flu Order Form as more vaccine is needed.  You may order as often as needed, as long as 80% of the flu vaccine in inventory has been used.  

August 2011


[image: image1]